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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-822
Sponsor: Council Member Fussell
Date of Introduction: October 27, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F, PHS
Date of Analysis: October 29, 2009
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 646 – Work Furlough and Victim Restitution Program – to modify the method by which the Sheriff garnishes the wages of a City correctional facility inmate who is employed for pay for the purposes of paying the inmate’s food expenses.  The bill increases the weekly board fee from $100 to $105 (if paid in advance) or $126 (if paid in arrears) and provides that the Sheriff shall only collect the amount of the inmate’s board from his or her salary.
Background Information: The amendment changes the methodology of garnishing an employed inmate’s wages from collecting the entirety of the wages from the inmate’s employer and paying certain of the inmate’s expenses (jail board, support of dependents, payment of legal debts, travel expenses, etc.) to collecting only enough of the wages to cover the boarding fee of $15 per day, if paid in advance, or $18 per day if paid in arrears.  The Ordinance Code provides that the Sheriff may permit an inmate of the City’s correctional facilities to be granted the privilege of holding a job for which purpose they may be released from custody each working day.
Policy Impact Area: Cost recovery for inmate boarding
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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